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A  D E C L A R A T I O N  
B Y  T H E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  O F  T H E  

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A, 
I N  G E N E R A L  C O N G R E S S  A S S E M B L E D. 
HEN in the Course of human Event<, it become< nece|ary for one People to di|olve the Political Band< which have conne{ed them 
with another, and to a|ume among the Power< of the Earth, the separate and equal }ation to which the Law< of Nature and of Na-
ture'< God entitle them, a decent Respe{ to the Opinion< of Mankind require< that they >ould declare the cause< which impel them 
to the separation.  

We hold these Truth< to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unal-
ienable Right<, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happines<.--That to secure these Right<, Government< are 

in}ituted among Men, deriving their ju} Power< from the Consent of the Governed, --That whenever any Form of Government become< de}ru{ive of 
these end<, it i< the Right of the People to alter or to aboli> it, and to in}itute new Government, laying it< Foundation on such Principle< and organiz-
ing it< Power< in such Form, a< to them >all seem mo} likely to e@e{ their Safety and Happines<. Prudence, indeed, will di{ate that Government< long 
e}abli>ed >ould not be changed for light and tran`ent Cause<; and accordingly all Experience hath >ewn, that Mankind are more disposed to su@er, 
while Evil< are su@erable, than to right themselve< by aboli>ing the Form< to which they are accu}omed. But when a long Train of Abuse< and Usurpa-
tion<, pursuing invariably the same Obje{ evince< a De`gn to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it i< their Right, it i< their Duty, to throw o@ such 
Government, and to provide new Guard< for their future Security.--Such ha< been the patient Su@erance of these Colonie<; and such i< now the Ne-
ces`ty which con}rain< them to alter their former Sy}em< of Government. The Hi}ory of the present King of Great Britain i< a Hi}ory of repeated 
Injurie< and Usurpation<, all having in dire{ Obje{ the E}abli>ment of an absolute Tyranny over these State<. To prove thi<, let Fa{< be submitted to 
a candid World.  

He ha< refused hi< A|ent to Law<, the mo} wholesome and nece|ary for the public Good.  
He ha< forbidden hi< Governor< to pas< Law< of immediate and pres`ng Importance, unles< suspended in their Operation till hi< A|ent >ould be ob-

tained; and when so suspended, he ha< utterly negle{ed to attend to them.  
He ha< refused to pas< other Law< for the Accommodation of large Di}ri{< of People, unles< those People would relinqui> the Right of Representa-

tion in the Legi#ature, a Right ine}imable to them and formidable to Tyrant< only.  
He ha< called together Legi#ative Bodie< at Place< unusual, uncomfortable, and di}ant from the Depo`tory of their public Record<, for the sole Pur-

pose of fatiguing them into Compliance with hi< Measure<.  
He ha< di|olved Representative House< repeatedly, for oppo`ng with manly Firmnes< hi< Inva`on< on the Right< of the People.  
He ha< refused for a long Time, after such Di|olution<, to cause other< to be ele{ed; whereby the Legi#ative Power<, incapable of Annihilation, have 

returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the Danger< of Inva`on from without, and Con-
vul`on< within.  

He ha< endeavoured to prevent the Population of these State<; for that Purpose ob}ru{ing the Law< for Naturalization of Foreigner<; refu`ng to pas< 
other< to encourage their Migration< hither, and rai`ng the Condition< of new Appropriation< of Land<.  

He ha< ob}ru{ed the Admini}ration of Ju}ice, by refu`ng hi< A|ent to Law< for e}abli>ing Judiciary Power<.  
He ha< made Judge< dependent on hi< Will alone, for the Tenure of their O%ce<, and the Amount and Payment of their Salarie<.  
He ha< ere{ed a Multitude of New O%ce<, and sent hither Swarm< of O%cer< to harras< our People, and eat out their Sub}ance.  
He ha< kept among u<, in Time< of Peace, Standing Armie< without the Consent of our Legi#ature<.  
He ha< a@e{ed to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil Power.  
He ha< combined with other< to subje{ u< to a Jurisdi{ion foreign to our Con}itution, and unacknowledged by our Law<; giving hi< A|ent to their 

A{< of pretended Legi#ation:  
For Quartering large Bodie< of Armed Troop< among u<:  
For prote{ing them, by a mock Trial, from Puni>ment for any Murder< which they >ould commit on the Inhabitant< of these State<:  
For cutting o@ our Trade with all Part< of the World:  
For impo`ng Taxe< on u< without our Consent:  
For depriving u<, in many Case<, of the bene+t< of Trial by Jury:  
For transporting u< beyond Sea< to be tried for pretended O@ence<: 
For aboli>ing the free Sy}em of Engli> Law< in a neighbouring Province, e}abli>ing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging it< Boundarie< 

so a< to render it at once an Example and +t In}rument for introducing the same absolute Rule into these Colonie<:  
For taking away our Charter<, aboli>ing our mo} valuable Law<, and altering fundamentally the Form< of our Government<:  
For suspending our own Legi#ature<, and declaring themselve< inve}ed with Power to legi#ate for u< in all Case< whatsoever.  
He ha< abdicated Government here, by declaring u< out of hi< Prote{ion and waging War again} u<.  
He ha< plundered our Sea<, ravaged our Coa}<, burnt our Town<, and de}royed the Live< of our People.  
He i<, at thi< time, transporting large Armie< of foreign Mercenarie< to compleat the Work< of Death, Desolation and Tyranny, already begun with 

circum}ance< of Cruelty and Per+dy scarcely paralleled in the mo} barbarou< Age<, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.  
He ha< con}rained our fellow Citizen< taken Captive on the high Sea< to bear Arm< again} their Country, to become the Executioner< of their 

Friend< and Brethren, or to fall themselve< by their Hand<.  
He ha< excited dome}ic Insurre{ion< among} u<, and ha< endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitant< of our Frontier<, the merciles< Indian Savage<, 

whose known Rule of Warfare, i< an undi}ingui>ed De}ru{ion of all Age<, Sexe< and Condition<.  
In every }age of these Oppres`on< we have Petitioned for Redres< in the mo} humble Term<: Our repeated Petition< have been answered only by re-

peated injury. A Prince whose Chara{er i< thu< marked by every a{ which may de+ne a Tyrant, i< un+t to be the Ruler of a free People.  
Nor have we been wanting in Attention< to our Britti> Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempt< by their Legi#ature to ex-

tend an unwarrantable Jurisdi{ion over u<. We have reminded them of the Circum}ance< of our Emigration and Settlement here. We have appealed to 
their native Ju}ice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Tie< of our common Kindred to disavow these Usurpation<, which, would in-
evitably interrupt our Conne{ion< and Correspondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Ju}ice and of Consanguinity. We mu}, therefore, 
acquiesce in the neces`ty, which denounce< our Separation, and hold them, a< we hold the re} of Mankind, Enemie< in War, in Peace, Friend<.  

We, therefore, the Representative< of the U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A , in G E N E R A L  C O N G R E S S , A|embled, appealing to the Su-
preme Judge of the World for the Re{itude of our Intention<, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonie<, solemnly Publi> 
and Declare, That these United Colonie< are, and of Right ought to be F R E E  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the Briti> Crown, and that all political Conne{ion between them and the State of Great Britain, i< and ought to be totally di|olved; and 
that a< F R E E  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contra{ Alliance<, e}abli> Commerce, and to 
do all other A{< and Thing< which I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S may of right do. And for the support of thi< Declaration, with a +rm Reliance on the 
Prote{ion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Live<, our Fortune< and our sacred Honor.  

Signed by O R D E R  and in B E H A L F  of the C O N G R E S S, 

J O H N  H A N C O C K ,  P R E S I D E N T. 
A T T E S T ,  

C H A R L E S  T H O M S O N ,  S E C R E T A R Y. 

P H I L A D E L P H I A  P R I N T E D  B Y  J O H N  D U N L A P. 
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